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Violent Crimes:
In December, we had two homicides in Aurora, with one arrest already being made. The number of 
sexual assault victims, consistently for four months now, has decreased. Trending with both October 
and November, both aggravated assault victims and robberies increased in reported incidents, and 
year to date have risen.

District Crimes:
District 1 District 1 saw an increase in violent crimes reported by 35% in December, compared with the 
same time in 2019, with the majority being an increase in aggravated assault victims. As has been the 
issue throughout 2020, motor vehicle thefts saw another high rate with 174 reported incidents, compared 
with only 81 in 2019. Burglaries had a slight increase of about 6% compared with 2019, and larcenies 
were up 7.5% this month.

District 2 had a decrease by about 40% in violent crimes reported in December compared with 2019. 
There were 69 reported incidents in 2020 compared with 114 in 2019. Again, motor vehicle thefts were on 
the rise with 145 reported incidents in 2020 but only 81 in 2019. Burglaries saw an increase in December 
compared with 2019, going from 42 in 2019 to 59 in 2020, an increase of 40%. Larcenies were slightly 
down in December, compared with 2019, by 2%.

District 3 like District 1, had almost an identical increase in violent crimes reported, up 35% compared 
with 2019. While burglaries were down, a third month in a row, by 29%, both motor vehicle thefts and 
larcenies increased, by 61% and 29%, respectively. There were 100 reported motor vehicle thefts in 
December 2020 compared with 62 this time last year and 172 larcenies reported versus 133 in 2019.
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Arrests Traffic Summonses Crashes Calls for Service

VIOLENT CRIMES - Dec. 2019 2020 % change 2019 YTD 2020 YTD

Murder Victims 8 2 -75.0% 28 40

Sex Assault Victims 32 27 -15.6% 415 318

Aggravated Assault Victims 154 157 1.9% 1701 2264

Robbery 52 61 17.3% 640 778

Major Violent Crime Reported 246 247 0.4% 2784 3400
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Arrests & Summonses:  
In December 2020, APD made 281 physical arrests and issued 336 criminal summonses. 
You can see those numbers broken down by gender and ethnicity below.

For the entire year of 2020, APD made 4,917 physical arrests compared with 
9,278 in 2019. Additionally, there were 4,510 criminal summonses issued in 2020 
compared with 5,749 in 2019. 

CRIMINAL SUMMONSES Female Male    Total

Black/African American 43 73 116

Hispanic or Latino 23 53 76

White 43 86 129

Other 5 10 15

Total 114 222 336

PHYSICAL ARRESTS Female Male    Total

Black/African American 22 99 121

Hispanic or Latino 15 58 73

White 17 65 82

Other 2 3 5

Total 56 225 281

TRAFFIC TICKETS Female Male    Total

Black/African American 129 234 363

Hispanic or Latino 112 176 288

White 313 454 767

Other 28 42 70

Total 582 906 1488

Tickets:
APD wrote a total of 1,488 tickets in December, which includes those assigned to specialized units. 
This was down slightly compared with November. Our Motorcycle Enforcement Team gave out 59 
written warnings in December and 352 for the entire year. For 2020, APD has written 22,308 
traffic tickets compared with 32,783 in 2019. APD’s Traffic Unit continues to run speeding-specific 
traffic operations and targeted enforcement on a regular basis. On Dec. 9, after numerous 
complaints about the speeding issues on East Quincy Road, members of our Traffic Unit focused 
their enforcement efforts between Parker Road and Himalaya, resulting in over 100 tickets being 
issued. These high-visibility efforts are important in maintaining roadway safety. We want to 
remind and urge all drivers to drive #SlowandSerious!

Crashes:
In December, Officers responded to 764 crashes throughout the city. Of those crashes, we 
tragically had three resulting in fatalities. For the year of 2020, APD responded to 10,193 
crashes, compared with 13,899 in 2019. The total number of fatal crashes in 2020 is 35 
(resulting in 36 deaths) compared with 31 fatal crashes in 2019.

Calls for Service:
In December, the Public Safety Communications Division 
received 39,775 calls, with 21,682 of those calls coming 
in through 9-1-1. Of those calls received, officers were 
dispatched and responded to 15,778 calls for service. We also 
received 47 Texts-to-911 in December. 

For the year of 2020, our 911 center has received 486,170 
total calls with 251,138 being emergency 911 calls, dispatched 
218,047 police calls for service, and 729 Text-to-911. 
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QUICK REVIEW OF 2020
2020 was a challenging year for everyone. The COVID-19 
pandemic changed much about our daily life, and also 
affected operations at the Aurora Police Department. 
From an increased focus on online crime reports from the 
community to cut down on potential COVID exposure, to 
hosting and attending virtual community meetings, we 
have adapted quickly to the challenges at hand. Through 
it all, officers have been dedicated to our community and 
overcome many of the obstacles they have faced.
Some of those adjustments included cutting back on the 
community events that we not only host but usually attended. 
Officers were able to participate in birthday and Halloween 
drive-bys, as well as socially distant pumpkin patches at 
Children’s Hospital Colorado. Our Narcotic Officers took on 
additional roles this year, mainly the COVID-Slayers! Dressed 
in special suits, and armed with COVID-killing chemicals, these 
officers ensured that patrol cars, districts and workstations 
were sanitized to help slow the spread of COVID-19.
Our community rallied behind us in many ways. We received 
numerous donations from different businesses in Aurora. 
The donations came in the form of PPE, food, water, thank 
you cards, as well as buying officers lunches and coffee. We 
are truly thankful for the wonderful community that supports 
their local police department.
Lastly, 2020 brought us a new Police Chief. Chief Vanessa 
Wilson was chosen out of four finalists from across the country 
to lead this agency forward. Wasting no time, Chief Wilson 
developed the “A New Way” plan geared at building back the 
trust of our community. We look forward to the positive changes 
that are coming our way in 2021 and could not do that without 
the support and backing of our community.
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Aurora Police District Boundaries

N

DISTRICT 3

DISTRICT 2

DISTRICT 1

A LOCAL LOOK!
CLICK HERE FOR YOUR LOCAL PAR OFFICER 

More information about your neighborhood 
can be obtained through your PAR Officer
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https://www.auroragov.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=16242704&pageId=16544133


Glossary of Terms
• Aggravated Assault 
 An assault involving the display or threat of a 

weapon, and/or the fear or actual sustaining of 
serious bodily injury.

• Burglary
 Entering into a building, residence, or private 

property with the intent of committing a crime. 

• Criminal Summons
 These can be issued for certain crimes. A criminal 

summons, sometimes called a ticket, is a promise 
to appear for the assigned court date. 

• Larceny
 Theft of someone else’s property.

• Physical Arrest
 Entails actually transporting someone to the Jail 

for a crime they committed where they are then 
held on bond. 

• Robbery
 The taking of another’s property by force or threat.

• Traffic Tickets
 These are tickets for traffic related offenses 

(speeding, running red light, etc.). Traffic tickets, for 
the most part, do not require a court appearance 
and can be easily paid online.


